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We at YouthPride are deeply saddened by the horrific attack on youth at Tel Aviv’s LGBT center. YouthPride extends condolences to the families of the murdered victims, and the words and spirit of support to the youth directly and indirectly affected by this deadly demonstration of hatred toward human beings.

This tragedy underscores the fact that in many places throughout the world being lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and questioning (LGBTQQ) is still a matter of life and death. Moreover, cases like this illustrate the need for stiffer penalties which serve as a deterrent to such detestable crimes.

Safe spaces for LGBTQQ youth are essential because of the prevailing cruelty and insensitivity toward LGBTQQ individuals, which continues to be woven into the institutional fabric of global and local communities. Whether the subject is bullying, or physical assault, an attack on LGBTQQ youth is a fervid attack on all youth, in addition to the larger society. 

YouthPride operates a safe space for LGBTQQ youth that includes various discussion forums targeted for teens, young adults, transgender, women, men, and people of Color. The Safe Zone program includes a twenty-four hour crisis information line, HIV prevention, suicide prevention, wellness counseling, youth board of governors, instructive and healing art projects, as well as the David Bohnett CyberCenter. 

YouthPride continues to provide education to various parcels, including school systems, healthcare industries, corporations and faith communities with the goal of creating a healthy, safe, and culturally competent environment for all LGBTQQ individuals.
